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trace should remain in 1761 of any entry applicable to
any one of these five infants ; all supposed to have been
left with the Commissary by the same woman, who
probably was living at this time.,l and should have been
able to give circumstantial evidence leading up to a
discovery ? If even in the case of the last four children
it is possible to imagine that no distinguishing sign of
identity could be established, there was the first child,
who should have been easily traced by means of the
duplicate card to the one still in Rousseau's possession.
It must be remembered that the person making these
inquiries on Kousseau's behalf, was the wife of a Marshal
of Prance, and one of the greatest ladies of the day;
not only so, this present Duchess of Luxembourg had
behind her the reputation of the former Countess de
Boufflers : that is to say, - the reputation of the most
immoral amongst the many immoral Court Beauties of
her time.2 The managers of the Enfants Trouves, then,
might easily have concluded that the Duchess had some
especial and personal interest in the particular child, or
children, whom she desired to trace. And who can
doubt of their zeal to assist one who might prove so
influential and generous a benefactress to their Institu-
tion ? In spite of all this, nothing could be found. No
procfes verbal: no entry in the registers : no trace of
Kousseau's duplicate card: no proof that any infant had
been received under corresponding circumstances, at the
Enfants Trouv6s at all.

But the mysterious vanishing out of existence of
these five infants, and of all traces of them, is not the
only reason for concluding that they never entered
existence. We have to weigh also the significant silence
of Grimm and Diderot; both of whom according to the

1  At the British Museum I have found a book entitled Mat
Actual de Paris, 1788, that gives a list of streets and inhabitants.
At the entry 19, Hue Neuve Pointe Ste. Eustache, I find M. Gown,
Agent des Villes de Provence.

2  See Memoires de Msenval.Jae proces verbal, drawn
